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Using Captioning in my Course Videos
Karyn Holt PhD, RN, CNM
School of Nursing
Providing closed captions to my instructor created videos, 
is the “right thing to do”.  While it is also part of our 
compliance with Sections 504 of the U.S. Rehabilitation Act 
and the Americans with Disabilities Act, it is most 
compellingly what our students want.  Why?  
• they want to be able to turn the sound off  but still get 
coursework not waking their household• because English is not a native tongue• because they are riding public transportation• because their significant other is watching television.  
80% of television watchers use closed captions for 
reasons other than hearing loss. 
Evidence it Benefits 
Students
References
Teaching Practice
Needs it Addresses
Providing closed captions and transcripts to my instructor 
created videos, is the “right thing to do”.  
Ive taken a stance of proactivity toward meeting the 
Section 508 and WCAG 2.0 Guidelines and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. 
The U.S. Census Bureau says 1 in 5 Americans has a 
disability (USCB, 2012) and designing instruction that is 
accessible to all is an ongoing challenge.
Student preference is to control the speed of listening and 
watching a video, as well as the volume. Transcripts and 
captions allow this re-mix even when not a disability need.
Resources and Where to 
Find Them
• Software: Camtasia, available through OIT
• Actions:Record, Edit and Close Caption.
• Software: Screencast-o-matic, available through 
http://Screencastomatic.com (free)
• After recording your video, enable the closed 
captioning, and after the video has rendered, edit the 
captions for accuracy and punctuation. Lastly, 
embed/share using Youtube or Panopto
• I prefer YouTube YouTube for rendering/encoding 
video, creating automatic transcripts as well as 
captions and providing a link to embed into your 
Canvas course or a link to share with your students, 
but my tip is to select your program choice and then 
use the same one again and again for ease of use.
• By saving your edited video and making a few changes 
each time you run the course, the videos are kept 
current AND accessible with little effort.
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, 
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Quam quisque id diam vel quam 
elementum pulvinar. Donec ac odio tempor orci dapibus 
ultrices in iaculis. Vel pretium lectus quam id leo in vitae. 
Euismod elementum nisi quis eleifend quam adipiscing 
vitae proin sagittis. Morbi tristique senectus et netus et 
malesuada fames ac turpis. Magnis dis parturient montes 
nascetur ridiculus mus mauris vitae ultricies.
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Captions require Money or YouTube-If you 
don't want to use YouTube, but don't have money, create a 
private YouTube channel and make sure your videos are 
unlisted - this will keep your videos from being searchable in 
YouTube.  
Adding Captions in YouTube: 
https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/2734796?hl=en
Using Panopto
1. Upload video to Panopto, Click on Edit
2. Select “Captions” Select “Import Captions” from 
dropdown menu
3. Select “Import automatic captions”
4. Once captions are processed, click individual boxes to edit
5. Select “publish”         
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